April 2, 2008

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NORTHEAST EDINA AND COUNTRY CLUB
RESIDENTIAL AREA SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

The Edina City Council will meet at Edina City Hall, on Monday, April 21, at 7:00 p.m., for a public
hearing to receive testimony regarding the proposed residential safety improvements planned in the
northeast area of Edina.

This hearing has been called by the City Council. The overall plan for the proposed residential safety
improvements was identified in Northeast Edina Transportation Study. The proposed Country Club
project is the first part of the residential area safety improvements to be implemented. Please refer to
the attached brochure for additional information regarding these proposed improvements. Please
also complete the attached comment card and return it to City Hall by 4:30 p.m., Monday, April 14.
Only original comment cards will be accepted.

The City Council will also review the bids taken for the Country Club project at the April 21 meeting.



BACKGROUND
Northeast Edina Transportation Study and Country Club
Tier Three: Residential Area Safety Improvements
April 2, 2008

The Issue

To address long-term complaints from area residents regarding traffic volumes and speeds on
residential streets in Northeast Edina, the Northeast Edina Transportation Study (Study)* was
prepared to evaluate traffic and safety, identify potential solutions for the surrounding arterial
streets and neighborhoods, costs, and associated impacts. The Northeast Edina area is
identified on the enclosed map. It includes the area north of West 50" Street, east of Brookside
Avenue, south of Excelsior Boulevard, and west of France Avenue.

The Northeast Edina Transportation Study was approved by the City Council on November 6,
2006. The report was prepared by SRF Consulting and is available on the City of Edina
website.

Overall Proposed Solution: Three-Tiered Approach

The improvements to Northeast Edina follow a three-tier approach as recommended in the
Study.

Tier One: Improvements to Hwy 100 (under way)
Tier Two: Arterial roadway intersection improvements (under way)
Tier Three: Apply Residential Area Safety improvements to Northeast Edina’s

Neighborhoods (under consideration for the Country Club Neighborhood
as part of its upcoming sewer, water, and street reconstruction project)

The map enclosed schematically shows the three-tiered approach taken by the Study to
address Northeast Edina traffic issues. Tiers One and Two are under way. The map also
shows the approximate locations of Tier Three combined measures, speed humps or speed
tables, raised crosswalks, center island narrowing, chokers, realigned intersections, traffic
circle, raised intersections, and sidewalk connections.

Tier Three: Residential Area Safety Improvement Recommendations

The overall goals of the recommended residential area safety improvements in Tier Three
include:

e Reduce through traffic in the neighborhood.
e Keep vehicle speeds in the neighborhood at, or below, the speed limit.
e Enhance pedestrian / non-motorized travel and safety.

As the City developed recommendations to meet the goals, some assumptions were made.
There would be no physical prohibition of through movement, no speed humps / traffic tables
on collector streets, and wherever possible, roadways were to be no narrower than 26 feet.

Recommendations for safety improvements for Northeast Edina were evaluated for design
feasibility and conformance with the goals of the Study. Traffic safety, pedestrian safety and
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traffic calming improvements were developed with input from the public and many
stakeholders.

Study Public and Stakeholder Input

To address the issue and develop the Study, the City conducted a wide array of outreach
activities to help ensure the public and stakeholders had the opportunity to provide input,
review concepts, and make recommendations.

The outreach to the public was achieved through three open houses and two business owner
meetings. The City also invited the participation of many other stakeholders to participate in a
Study Advisory Committee (SAC) to guide the development of the Study and to recommend
improvements to the Edina City Council upon the Study’'s completion. The Edina
Transportation Commission, at the request of the City Council, conducted a public hearing in
2006 prior to recommending the City Council approve the Study; mailed notice was sent to all
households in the study area.

The Country Club Project:

The City also held two open houses to gain public input on the detailed design of the
residential area safety improvements proposed for the Country Club Neighborhood as part of
its upcoming sewer, water, and street reconstruction project. Those providing input on this
detailed design included: the Edina Transportation Commission, the Heritage Preservation
Board, and the public including the Country Club residents. In addition, both the City’s Fire
Chief and the Supervisor of Transportation for Edina Public Schools reviewed the detailed
designs recommended for Country Club Neighborhood. The Country Club Area Sewer, Water,
and Street Reconstruction project was approved by the City Council on December 4, 2007.

The Bike Edina Task Force (BETF) published its Comprehensive Bicycle Transportation Plan
on September 19, 2007 for all of Edina. Their plan designated Wooddale Avenue in the
Country Club Neighborhood as a bicycle route. A “share the road” style bike route has been
added to Wooddale Avenue through the Country Club Neighborhood with appropriate signage
as part of its upcoming sewer, water, and street reconstruction project.

Recommendations to divert traffic and reduce vehicle speeds

To keep vehicle speeds on the streets of the Country Club Neighborhood at, or below, the
posted speed limits, the Study’s recommendations include:

e Speed humps entering the nelghborhood from the south from West 50" Street and
from the north from West 44™ Street.

e A combined treatment of speed humps and a center median on Wooddale Avenue
north of West 50" Street.

e A traffic circle at Sunnyside Road at Grimes Avenue. During detailed design, this
recommendation was changed to a raised intersection to better fit this existing 3-way
intersection.

e Raised crosswalks on Wooddale Ave immediately south of the Country Club Road
and north of Sunnyside Road.
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Landscaping and other design features such as warning signs were customized to meet
historical standards as well as alert motorists and pedestrians.

Recommendations to enhance pedestrian/non-motorized travel and safety

Pedestrian crossing locations in the Country Club Neighborhood were reviewed for safety
improvement opportunities. These locations will be reviewed elsewhere in Northeast Edina as
the need arises. Consideration was given to pedestrian route continuity, consistency of
treatment and safety. Improvements include:
e Install sidewalks and curb ramps that feature current design standards.
e Install sidewalks and curb ramps across existing traffic islands.
e Reconstruct existing pedestrian ramps to become compliant with current ADA
standards.
e Relocate stop signs to encourage vehicular stops prior to pedestrian crossing point.
e Restrict traffic movements to one way around selected intersection islands.
e Use alternative pavement materials for pedestrian crossing locations such as brick
paver crosswalks.

The enclosed graphic titled Residential Area Safety Improvements provides you a sampling of
the detailed aesthetic design and placement of the safety improvements proposed in Northeast
Edina’s Country Club Neighborhood. Other neighborhoods in Northeast Edina may see similar
designs and placements of improvements in their neighborhoods in the future.

Updated Cost Estimates for the Country Club Sewer, Water, and Street Reconstruction
Project:

Estimated total project costs have been updated based on bids received March 6, 2008. Based
on the size of the lots in the Country Club Neighborhood, the neighborhood was split into two
different assessment districts. The updated estimated assessments are $16,928 and $23,603
depending on the assessment district. Costs for the residential area safety improvements are
funded by 1) the storm sewer fund for curb and gutter costs, 2) special assessments for brick
crosswalks and other special landscaping items caused by the residential area safety
improvements, and 3) the general fund for improvements identified in the Study such as speed
humps or traffic tables and raised intersections. The estimated costs for the residential area
safety improvements to these three funding sources are $13,624, $361,074, and $135,804,
respectively. If the residential area safety improvements are not implemented, the estimated
assessment costs are $16,546 and $23,095, depending on the assessment district.

Additional Information:

If you are interested in additional information on the above topics, you may:

e Attend the Open House at City Hall from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday April 9,
2008. Plans will be available for review and City staff and Consultants will be available
for questions regarding the plan.

e Visit the City website: www.cityofedina.com
- On this site, you will find the Northeast Edina Transportation Study: You can view

the entire Study by visiting City Hall or by specifically using this web address:
http://www.ci.edina.mn.us/Traffic/L5 NEEdinaTrafficStudy.htm
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- On this site, you will find documents related to the Country Club Area Sewer, Water,
and Street Reconstruction Project. Including updated estimated total project cost
information and updated estimated special assessment costs based on the results of
the March 6, 2008 bid opening. You can view the documents by visiting City Hall or
by specifically using this web address: www.Cityofedina.com/countryclubstreets

e If you would like detailed information regarding the Country Club Neighborhood, visit the
SEH Inc. website. Please recall that SEH is the City’s consultant preparing the detailed
design of residential area safety improvements for the Country Club Neighborhood:
www.sehinc.com/online/edina
- On this site, select the range of addresses in which your Country Club address

resides and then select your particular address from the list of addresses to drill
down and view the detailed plan sheet proposed for your house and street. This
website tool will provide Country Club residents with a view of how proposed safety
improvements near their house will fit into their street.







COMMENT CARD

Northeast Edina Transportation Study
Tier Three: Residential Area Safety Improvements
April 2, 2008

As part of its implementation of the Northeast Edina Transportation Study, the City of Edina is
proposing to install traffic management and safety improvements in the residential
neighborhoods of Northeast Edina. The first neighborhood to receive these improvements
during 2008 and 2009 could be the Country Club Neighborhood as part of its upcoming sewer,
water, and street reconstruction project. Prior to making a decision on the Country Club
Neighborhood, the City Council would like your input.

Please return this comment card to City Hall no later than 4:30 PM, Monday, April 14, 2008

1. Do you believe cut-through traffic and OYes ©ONo O No Opinion/Unsure
vehicle speeds in Northeast Edina warrant
the proposed residential area traffic
management improvements?

2. Do you support the following proposed
residential area traffic management and
safety improvements?

Speed humps, speed tables, raised OYes 0O No 0O No Opinion/Unsure
intersections and crosswalks

Realigned intersections, chokers, center OYes ©ONo O No Opinion/Unsure
island narrowing, and traffic circles

Pedestrian safety improvements including OYes O No O No Opinion/Unsure
paver crosswalks and sidewalks

3. Additional Comments:

Please indicate the street on which your property is located:

Thanks in advance for your cooperation. Please return the Comment Card in the enclosed
postage paid envelope or drop it off at City Hall. Only original comment cards will be accepted.




